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The Funeral of Soke Gozo Shioda

Soke Gozo Shioda’s memorial ser-
vices were held on Thursday, July 21,
and Friday, July 22, at the Housenji
Temple in Nakano Sakaue, Tokyo.

The Thursday service was a tsuyasai,
or “vigil service,” held from 6:00 p.m.
until 7:00 p.m. The Friday gathering
was a kokubetsusai, or “farewell cer-
emony,” held from 12:30 p.m. until
2:00 p.m. The services were led by
Shinto priests. The Thursday service
had approximately 900 people at-
tending, while 800 attended the Fri-
day service.

Thursday’s service commenced with
Soke’s body being brought to the
honbu dojo for a final farewell, or
aisatsu, with the honbu staff and
senshusei before being taken to
Housenji Temple.

There was a gathering of those who
had been close to Kancho Sensei over
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the years at the tsuyasai service. Dig-
nitaries included two members of the
Japanese government, Shizuka Kamei
Sensei, minister of Transport, and
Bunbei Hara Gichou, speaker of the
lower house of the Diet. The assistant
commissioner of the Tokyo Metro-
politan Police Department also at-
tended. as did Aikikai Doshu

Kisshomaru Ueshiba Sensei, Katori
Shinto Ryu’s Sugino Sensei, and Goju
Ryu Karate’'s Goshi Yamaguchi
Sensei.

Other celebrities included Akira
Maeda, a famous Japanese profes-
sional wresiler who had received many
training tips from Kancho Sensei over
the years.

Many instructors came from abroad
to pay their last respects, including
Kimeda Sensei from Canada, Morita
and Utada Sensei from the United
States, Nagano Sensei from Germany,




Muguruza and Payet Sensei from
France, Rubens Sensei from England,
and Ramasamy Sensei [rom Malaysia.

After the Friday kokubetsusai, Kancho
Sensei was cremated late in the after-
noon, and his ashes were collected
and placed in a kotsu tsubo, or “fu-
neral urn,” for a final private Shinto
ceremony called kikotsusai.

Later, the kotsu tsubo was taken to
Aoyama Bochi, where Kancho’s re-
mains were finally laid to rest in the
family grave on September 4.

Kancho Sensei's death and [uneral
were widely reported, with accounts
throughout the Japanese media. Ar-
ticles appeared in many leading daily

. %{ /

newspapers, and television and radio
reports were filed from Housenji
Temple.

The turnout of mourners for Kancho
Sensei's funeral services was indeed
on a scale one would expect for a
prime mover whose life work helped
so significantly to establish aikido as
a widely recognized and respected
form of budo.




The Life of the Founder

Adversity Makes Strong

Soke Gozo Shioda Sensei was born in
Shinjuku, Tokyo, in 1915, His father, Seiichi
Shioda, was a prominent pediatrician and
medical academic. Soke Shioda Sensel
was a sickly child and attributed his very
survival at a time when infant deaths were

commonplace to his father’s specialist skills.

This difficult start to life may have been
behind his father’s constant encourage-
ment to him to pursue various forms of
exercise, so that Soke Shioda Sensei was
soon gripped by the idea of becoming as
strong as possible and ook up gymnastics
and kendo. He became sufficiently skilled
as a gymnaost o be selected to represent
the Kanto (greater Tokyo-Yokohama) area
in nafional competition while sfill in junior
high schoal,

The Original Yoshinkan

Dr. Seiichi Shioda’s penchant for traditional
and newly emerging forms of Japanese
martial arts led to the construction of o
dojo, known as the Yoshinkan, at the family
home In Yotsuya, Tokyo. Various teachers
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were invited to demonstrate and to insfruct
the Shicda family and their friends.

Young Gozo Shioda was soon taken with
the prowess of the newly codified judo
affer witnessing a judoka overcome o
kendo teacher. Judo at that time was in
fransifion and was practiced quite roughly,
and this may have appealed to Scke
Shioda Sensei’s devil-may-care childhood
character, perhaps even enhancing an
already unusual level of physical courage.

Commences Judo Training

Soke Shioda Sensel enthusiastically began
to practice judo, showing the determina-
fion and superabundance of energy that
were fo characterize his entire approach to
life. He was aggressive, confident in his own
abilities, and naturally talented and made
rapid progress, quickly advancing to third
dan by his mid-teens,

In honing his judo skills, he liked nothing so
much as to challenge police judo instruc-
tors. These people were all formidable if not
brutal opponents and provided him with
the ulfimate by which to test his technique.
He reveled in having to push himself to the
limit everytime he stepped onto the mats.

His precocious practice with powerful,
skilled adults put him in a class all his own
when matched against boyshis own age in
inter-school competition. So much so, that
he would not infrequently defeat the entire
opposing feam, one after another, on his
own,




The Kobukan Dojo

A turning point in his life came af age 17,
when his father sent him to watch a class
led by Morihei Ueshiba Sensei, whose dojo,
the Kobukan, was located a couple of
miles away at Ushigome. Ueshiba Sensei’s
school was then somewhat exclusive. Fees
charged were enormous, equivalent to
roughly ¥100,000 a month, or approximately
US$1,000, at current values, and some
members of the dojo voluntarily paid up to
five fimes as much, reflecting their substan-
fial means. Because of this, and because of
he requirement for suitable infroductory
sponsorship to guarantee good character,
many of the members of the dojo were
from Japan’s most prominent families and
rom the senior ranks of the Imperial Army
and Navy.,

Jeshiba Sensei was rumored to be invin-
ble and to teach a powerful martial art.
J1 only to those who could stand the
Zisciplined atmosphere and accommo-
aate themselves 1o his highly spontaneous
“=aching methods.

Thrown by O-Senseij

Zn his inifial visit very early one morning,
~oxe Shioda Sensei felf sure he was witness-
2 a fraud as he watched Ueshiba Sensei
~row his opponents about sc easily, with-
- ot any apparent effort, He was invited to
T Nis judo skills against Ueshilba Sensei to
=== for himself. On launching an attack, d
<z« he believed that Ueshiba Sensei would
=:oect him to fry to get a judo-style hold on
- and would be caught off guard.
~=72ad, he found himself flying through the
27 —= hif the ground head first without
~cerstanding what had happened.

“Feeling is believing” is often pointed out as
the only way to appreciate the power of
aikido fechnique, and a young Shioda was
immediately convinced that this was the
redl thing—a superior form of budo. The
very next day, May 24, 1932, he joined the
Kobukan Dojo and commenced his aikido
career under Ueshiba Sensei.

Wartime Travels

Soke Shioda Sensei trained with Morihei
Ueshiba Sensei until 1941, when he gradu-
ated from Takushoku University and, af the
end of the year, married. He spent the war
in an administrative support capacity in
China. Taiwan, Celebes, and Borneo,
eventually returning to Japan in May 1946,

After a brief period af lwama, Ueshiba
Sensel's country residence, dojo, and farm,
to recover his strength after wartime priva-
fions and fo resume his formal practice, he
returned to Tokyo and worked for the Nihon
Kokan Steel Company. His involvement with
this company led to an invitation fo teach
aikido fo its employees commencing in
1952,

Aikido Yoshinkan Established

Following the liffing of the ban on the
practice of martial arts that had been
imposed by the MacArthur government,
the Nippon Sogo Budo Yaitai, or Life Exten-
sion Association, sponscred the first postwar
demonstration of budo in 1954,

Soke Shioda Sensei participated in front of
an audience of 15,000 spectators and was
awarded the grand prize for the best

performance. He also affracted the atten-
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fion of a number of prominent businessmen
who got together and proposed that he
establish his own dojo. In this way, the
Yoshinkan, named after his father’s dojo,
was born. The first Yoshinkan dojo was
located in Tsukudo Hachiman.

The original Yoshinkan Honbu Dojo in Tsukudo
Hachiman.

Aikido and Police Training

Since his early judo experiences, Soke
Shioda Sensel had maintained regular
contact with police martfial arfs instructors.
During the 1950s he fraveled all over Japan
demonstrating the effectiveness of his
aikido to local police forces.

/
Ay

Soke Shioda Sensei demonstrates Jiyu waza
sannin dori (freestyle techniques against three
rackers).

Aikido Yoshinkan International

His involvement with the police gradually
lead to a number of police aikido courses,
culminating in the compulsory Yoshinkan
Alkido training of the Tokyo Metropolitan
Women's Police Force and the annual
fraining of an elite group of kidotai. or “riot
police.” The Riot Police Course is now in its
30th year.

Promoting Aikido: The International
Insiructors’ Course

In 1990, Soke Shioda Sensei launched
another course, this time for Yoshinkan
Alkido practitioners from around the world
seeking to become instructors, The Interna-
fional Instructors Course is now in its fourth
year.

Giant Steps

/o}:‘;’

)
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Soke Shioda Sensei’s complete mastery of
aikido was confirmed in 1961 when Morihei
Usshiba Sensei awarded him the degree of
ninth dan. His outstanding contribution to
fhe promotion of Japanese martial arts in
general and aikido in particular was further
acknowledged by the honorary award of
tenth dan by the International Martial Artfs
Federation in 1984, along with the title
Meijin, or Grand Master.




During the 40 years since ifs establishment,
the Yoshinkan has expanded all over
Japan, the Americas, Europe, Australia,
New Zealand, and Southeast Asia. Through-
out this time, the reputation of Soke Gozo
Shioda Sensei, described by Black Belt
magazine as “aikido’s little giant,” at-
fracted a long line of distinguished visitors
to the Yoshinkan Honbu Dojo, all of whom
were edger to observe the diminutive Soke
Shicda Sensei subdue opponents a third his
age and in some cases more than twice his
height and weight. No one was ever
disappointed.

Members of the Japanese and the British
royal families, including Crown Prince
Hironomiya, observed demonstrations, as
did Robert Kennedy in 1962,

In his latter years, Soke Shioda Sensei
fraveled extensively to demonstrate his
vision of aikido as an effective means fo
promote meaningful interaction between
cultures. In 1990, he established the Intermna-
fional Yoshinkan Aikido Federation to follow
up on his vision of aikido and life and to
coordinate the extraordinary growth in
interest worldwide in Yoshinkan Aikido.

Soke Gozo Shioda Sensei was convinced
that through the silent language of aikido,
all differences between peoples and
between cultures disappear, making
peace and harmonious coexistence
redlity, rather than a pipe dream.

i f{fﬂ-‘i
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Tsutomu Chida Sensei
Remembers

M,

Q. Could you tell us about the first time you
saw Kancho Sensei and your impressions at
that time?

A. The firsi time I saw Kancho Sensei was in
1969 when | visited the honbu dojo and later
thatyear walched a demonstration where, as
usual, Kancho Sensei gave the last demon-
stration of the day.

@. Could you tell us what impressed you ?

A, All the uchideshi (live-in students) were
very slrong, and during the demonstration
all the teachers would take turns performing
nikajo osae (second control). By seniority,
each uchideshiwould perform the technique.
The third dan teachers could easily take
down the second dan teachers: however.
they could not do the technique on teachers
ol higher rank.

At that time, the top teachers at the honbu
were Kushida and noue Sensei. These two
could always take down their juniors, but not
each other. Kancho Sensei finally came up to
them and suddenly they were both on the
ground. Everybody was delighted—and en-
thralled.

The teachers were strict and severe at dem-
onstrations. We were always nervous, but
alert, when around them. They would per-
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form techniques on us powerfully, but we
were glad and didn’t care.

Q. So. was it the environment that im-
pressed you?

A. One of the reasons I became an uchideshi
was that when I first showed interest, Kancho
Sensei asked me, “Wouldn't you like Lo be an
uchideshi?”

I began studying aikido after high school and
had plans to become a doctor and enter
university to study medicine. I was training
in ippan. or “general,” classes for a period
belore entering university.

It was during one training session that Kancho
Sensei said to me, “Even if you become a
doctor there are so many in Japan that you
would not add up to the dirt under your little
linger nail. But, ifyou join the dojo, you could
become as significant as a thumb. Doctors
attend to the needs of the people. you could
attend to the needs of the country.” This
perspective convinced me, and I soon be-
came an uchideshi. At that time Kancho
Sensei was very severe, and even those who
wanted to join and had courage were fre-
quently unable to continue.

@. Wasit hard training thal caused people to
leave ?

A. Yes, even those who initially had really
wanted to be an uchideshi would escape [rom
the dojo, carrying their luggage. in the early
morning. This was a very common occur-
rence, Anyone could become an uchideshi,
but to continue was difficult.

@. Could you give us an example of what
keiko (training) was like then? Would Kancho
Sensei teach ?

A. Kancho Sensei would teach Thursday's
leenshulkeai only. The remaining lessons were
taught by Kushida Sensei and Inoue Sensei.




In those days the riai (theory, intent, philoso-
phy) of the technique would not be explained
in detail. We would perform the waza in
hajime style (fasl, continuous repetitions).
Classes started al 10:00 a.m. and sometimes
finished two and a half hours later. “Hajime!
Hajime! Hajime!...” The techniques were per-
formed repealedly and quickly without too
much explanation. The meaning within the
techniques had to be discovered by the stu-
dent.

Q. When was the first time you took Kancho
Sensei's uke?

A. I Look it as soon as I joined the dojo. but
he would not perform the techniques strongly
on new students, so I did nol know how
sirong he was at the beginning. In fact,
Kancho's techniques would not hurt, but
Kushida Sensei's and other sensei’s tech-
niques would. My wrist would crack under
their power. (Laughs).

Kancho Sensei would be soft in applying the
technique, and it would not feel like it was
working. However, I was so worried about
being a bad uke—so much so that the senior
teachers would get angry—I would try cspe-
cially hard for Kancho Sensei. But I actually
thought thal the other teachers were stron-
ger than Kancho Sensei. (Laughs).

After Kushida Sensei left for Americain 1973,
Kancho Sensei’s techniques started to hurt.
He would perform the techniques strongly,
so suddenly I understood his real strength,
but up until then he had been soll. The
feeling was a fuzzy hardness. For example, at
demonstrations Kancho Sensei would be
charming with the audience, bul powerfully
severe on his uchideshi.

Q. You spent a lot of time with Kancho
Sensei, so could you tell us one of your most
impressionable memories ?

A. Life has many sad moments, and for
Kancho 1973 was not an especially happy
time. Kancho's aikido, of course, was very
strong at this time. This is perhaps only
natural, as he had developed his own dojo
and style. But economically and emotionally
things were tough. By about 1972, the then
dojo manager had become very dominant. He

demanded, for example, that the car used to
pick up Kancho Sensei also stop at the train
station to pick up him up. This man had
become too strong: consequently, Kancho's
inierest in dojo affairs diminished.

In November 1973, we moved to a new dojo,
in Musashi Koganei. Kancho Sensei would
come to the dojo in the afternoon. While he
was at the dojo, he would not speak strongly
or with spirit, but only in a very low voice.

At that time, we would work and train in two
shifts, The early morming shift and the after-
noon shilt, which lasted until late at night. If
we were on an afternoon shift we would still
train in the mornings, but we would take it
casy. Once, as my training partner and I
faced each other, my partner told me I had a
funny face, and we both chuckled at his joke.
Kancho Sensei heard of this and called us in
front of him. He was very angry. He said
training should be done as if at the risk of
one’s life and demanded to know what we
found so funny about training?

At that time, I was very pleased by Kancho's
anger because he had seemed such a toy of
the dojo manager, His anger showed me that
when it came (o lraining and whal really
mattered at the dojo, he was sUill very much
in charge.

So that is my fondest memory. For Kancho
Sensei, you either didn't train or, if you
decided to train, you committed to training
as if ‘your life depended on it. That was
Kancho Sensei's philosophy on training. And
when he imparted it to us on that occassion,
il raised my spirits to see him so much alive
with anger. Until then, he had scemed
uninspired and dispirited, even though he
could still easily get the better of everyone in
training.

It was through this difficult period that we
saw Kancho cffect the changes to the
Yoshinkan techniques and style leading to
what we have today. Ullimalely, Kancho
Sensei returned to his powerflul, inspiring
self, and things were smooth again.

Aikido Yoshinkan International —— 9
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Memories of Kancho Sensej

Takeshi Kimeda, Canada

My fondest memory of Kancho Sensei was in
1980, when he visited North America for the first
time. Aikido had been growing in Canada, and
more and more people were gaining an interest
andstarting to hungerfora greatmaster of Kancho
Sensei’s ability.

The Toronto demonstration was held at the Japa-
nese- Canadian Culture Center, and the audito-
rium was packed solid. Several hundred people
had to be turned away at the door, and spectators
were, quite literally, climbing the walls and sitting
on the upper window ledges to get a good view.

As Kancho Sensei entered, the large crowd was
taken aback by his small size. But when he stepped
onto the mats and began to move, there was
absolute silence. Everyone was mesmerized. The
packed audience made no noise except to “o0”
and “ah” as uke were thrown aside. And all
present cringed in unison when somecone was
“buried.”

The demonstration was incredible. J riminage with-
out contact. Knocking opponents over with one
tinger. It was the finest demonstration I eVer saw
fim give. When it was over, the capacity audience
cave him a standing ovation for more than five

=ether with all my students, T was so filled with

‘0havebeen there and to have practiced with
represent that magical artist. The feeling
=dible, everyone was walking on air.

“elwasnotjusta great master. He was
~ul personality. He took great plea-
‘= with and getting to know his
01 just practice hudo, he lived

= espoused.,

nsel dearly. I am proud to
“he has left to us. I feel it

an International

1s both my duty and honor to promote Kancho
Sensei’s Yoshinkan Aikido.

David Lynch, New Zealand

Itis over 30 years since I was an uchideshi at the
Tsukudo Hachiman dojo, but some of my memo-
ries of Shioda Sensei from those days are still
quite vivid. Tn contrast to the “hard man” we saw
in his demonstrations, he had a compassionate
side and tolerated things I did that, looking back,
made me a liability in the dojo.

One of my chores was to drive Kancho Sensei
around Tokyo, but T would frequently get lost, as
['could not the read the signs and never had a very
good sense of direction. Once, after a long day,
Sensei went to sleep in the back of the car, then
woke up and asked, “Where the hell are we?” My
Japanese was not as bad as my navigation, but it
was woefully lacking in the honorific expressions
thatadeshi should use when addressing his senset,
so my reply to his question was, “Dammed if I
know!” Instead of getting angry and firing me on
the spot, Sensei laughed, with his uninhibited,
penetrating-laugh that used to ring out like a kiai
shout. '

On other occasions, before T learnt that T really
can’t drink, I went out on the town with other
uchideshi, ignoring the dojo curfew, and was in no
fit state the morning after to do my chores in the
proper spirit, Again, Sensei seemed to under-
stand, though 1 remember being “confined to
barracks” for a while after one such performance.

Sensei was a cheerful drinker, and T remember
many a night sitting in the large, very hot, dojo
bath with him as he sang traditional Japanese
songs, some of which had been changed to include
an aikido refrain. There was plenty of partying,
eating, drinking, and singing. Some of the deshi
had great voices, and we all clapped hands to




from Around the World

accompany their songs. There was no micro-
phone, as this was, thankfully, before the advent
of karaoke. Shioda Sensei was as wholchearted in
these revels as he was when doing aikido.

But Kancho was above all an incredibly strong
aikido master, whose demonstrations were awe
inspiring. L only took his uke a couple of times and
don’t regret this, as there was a real sense of
danger, especially when it came to weapons work.
Tused to watch the demonstrations with a feeling
of anxiety that Sensei might be overwhelmed in
the multiple-attack sequences, which never hap-
pened, or that someone might be badly injured,
which did not happen in my time either. Those
demonstrations were serious events, and there
was a great dcal of relief and laughter when they
Were over.

Alllcandotoexpress my gratitude toward Shioda
Sensei, my first aikido teacher, is to try harder to
understand aikido and to pass on what I can to
others. Kancho Sensei, I bow deeply to your
memory and thank you from the bottom of my
heart for accepting me as a student so many years
ago, in my raw form, with tolerance and laughter.

Jacques Muguruza, France

When T was training at the Yoshinkan Honbu
Dojo in Musashi Koganei, I had little opportunity
to converse or to understand perfectly what was
explained because of the language barrier. 1 re-
member one afternoon, Kancho Sensei, who used
to train the riot police and uchideshi every day,
asked each uchideshi to stand in kamae, one by
one, in front of him in the center of the dojo. That
was the only exercise we had to do that day. When
my turn came, I stood in kamae in front of Kancho
Sensei. He was extremely vigilant over each and
every detail. Atone point, while he was observing
me, he was about to make a remark, but before he
moved orsaid anything, I corrected the position of

my lower hand. Kancho Sensei didn’t do or say
anything, except to nod his head with approval.

Such moments of close communication, where
words were not needed, were simple in nature and
happened often. However, for someone with only
alittle Japanese and no other means of relating to
Kancho Sensei, they had great significance and
were very positive. [ had a few occasions to
communicate with Kancho Sensei this way. Of
course, 1t is not exceptional or sensational, but it
is imprinted upon me as a heart-to-heart commu-
nication and remains a good memory of the sensei-
deshi relationship.

My second memory relates to the time when T was
at the point of leaving the honbu dojo to return to
France. After five years of daily training, my last
hansei, or “self-analysis,” was to summarize what
I had done and from these experiences try to
clarify my feelings and intentions about the fu-
ture. I mentioned all the good and beneficial
things I had gained from the training and the spirit
of Yoshinkan. T also explained in broken Japanese
that being the opposite of all persons present, a
westerner among Japanese, my purpose could not
be to become a good Japanese (Nihonjin) or even,
despite being French, to become a good French-
man (Furansujin), but rather a good human being
(Ningenjin—I made up the Japanese term).

I felt that the dimensions of aikido were much
bigger and brighter than the limits of a group or a
nation. I had the responsibility of educating and
developing myself as fully as possible to give as
much help to the people around me as I could.

Kancho Sensei understood my feelings very well,
and his feeling and words were warm and of a
dimension much more powerful than a local or
national level. I felt that this was the essence and
mission of aikido. To help realize peace on earth.

At this point, I felt the circle was complete. And
though [ was aware that my technical and spiritual
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levels could still improve if 1 remained in Japan,
I felt that my task, or work, was in France. Tt was
not until three years later, in France, that I clearly
understood my reasons [or leaving Japan. This
was when my feelings and my understanding
finally came together. Even when facing difficul-
ties, I still keep to this way.

Kevin Blok, Canada

Although there are many special memories for me
with Kancho Sensei, my favorite was in 1984 at
the Shinjuku dojo grand opening party at the Keio
Plaza Hotel. After a wonderful day of demonstra-
tions at the dojo, we feasted at the hotel party
afterwards. Everyone was in a festive mood, but
things began to grow even more lively when
Kancho Sensci began his Momotaro song. When
he reached the part where he does his aikido
techniques, T was amazed (o see many of his senior
students attack him, wearing suits and ties no less.
I remember Kancho Sensei throwing Takeno
Senseiand his landing many feet away on his back
on the hard tiled floor! After this, Kancho Sensei
put on a Detroit Tigers baseball cap and students
lifted him onto their shoulders. Everyone cheered
wildly as Kancho Sensei was paraded around the
room. The exhilarating energy of that day will
stay with me always. T will never forget Kancho
Sensei. He will be sorely missed.

Jacques Payet, France

I spent perhaps 10 years of my life with Kancho.
[ think T am very lucky. as T saw maybe two
Kanchos. The first time T met him., [ was scared of
him. I always kept my distance and couldn’t talk
freely to him. He was somebody who was too far
above me, like a god. I never bothered to talk to
him. I was studying Takeno Sensei’s technique,
Chida Sensei’s technique, not Kancho Sensei’s.

Ileft Japan and went back to Europe, but thought
“T need aikido. I want aikido.” It was hard to do
aikido in Europe, so after a while I returned to
Japan. andthere I found a totally different Kancho.
He was an old man who secmed sad and needed
somebody totalk too. One time during the evening
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lraining, between seven and eight o’clock, he
called me and told me to bring beer. And just the
two of us drank and laughed. He said “Jacques.
maybe one day you will be able to do some aikido.
It doesn’t matter, don’t worry about kifion dosa or
whatever, [ don’t know how to do kihon dosa, it
doesn’t matter, just drink beer.”

So attwo different times, T met two different men.

Robert Mustard, Canada

Although Ihave many memories of Kancho Sensei
and am fortunate to have taken his uke many
times. two things stand out in my mind. The first
is that Kancho always used to say, “The most
important thing in aikido is kamae. Everything
you need to know about aikido is contained in
kamae.”

Although I had been training in Japan for many
years and had attended many kurobikai (black-
belt) classes, T had never seen Kancho do kamae.
But in one kurobikai, Kancho was talking about
the importance of kamae, and we were all sitting
inseizalistening to him, when he suddenly snapped
mto kamae. T wish [ could accurately describe in
words what it looked like. It was as if his spine
became an iron bar. Energy shot out of his hands
so powerfully that [ instinctively flinched back-
wards. I was pleased to note that it seemed to have
had the same effect on Chida Sensei.

The second memory I would like to share con-
cerns taking Kancho’s uke. I had attended the
kurobikai classes for a long time, and like every-
one whowitnesses Kancho’sclasses, really wanted
to take his uke to sec what it felt like. But he never
used me. ' used to send mental messages o him
like “Use me for uke. use me for uke!!,” but it
never worked. One kurobikai class Kancho seemed
particularly energetic, and while it was certainly
impressive (o watch, it was also very frightening
for me, and my mental messages were “Don’tuse
me! Don’t use me!!,” as I inched my way back-
wards, away from him, in seiza. His eyes were on
fire, and it was really strange! I was scared. T was
also relieved when class was over.




After about two orthree years, he started to use me
foruke, and I felt honored and elated whenever he
called upon me. Talways did my best to resisthim,
but never could. His techniques were truly pain-
less. effective, and wonderful. T still haven’t fig-
ured outhow he did it, but I'm commiltied to trying
my bestin the future to becoming the best I can be,
for him. and for Yoshinkan Aikido.

Andy Walsh, England

T was 19 when I came to Japan. T was a street
fighter and just trained with the kidorai (riot police
) while living a nonfinancial existence, Kancho
gave money to me and some others (o go away on
a summer holiday to Moriyoka. We traveled for
miles on Kancho’s money.

I was young, impressionable, and lonely. T be-
came an uchideshi, and my dutics included help-
ing Kancho Sensei bathe and change clothes. Tt
was like bathing my own [ather. He spoke to me
like 1 was his son. That five or ten minutes each
week with Kancho gave me the strength to con-
tinue training and to persevere,

David Rubens, England

My greatest memory of Kancho Sensei was when
I'went to Canada and acted as his translator. The
image [ have of him, from this time, is taken from
the three or four days of demonstrations, classes,
and receptions when myself, Robert Mustard,
Mark Baker, and Fred Haynes were all absolutely
wiped out. We could hardly stand on our feet, and
then the next training session would commence,
and we’d train and be wiped oul again. On the last
day we gave a big demonstration at a university.
In front of more than a thousand people Kancho
gave an unbelievable performance. After that.
there was a reception and later a party, and after
that 10 or 12 people went up to Kancho's room.
He had gone up with a whiskey botlle in both
hands to continue partying.

Somebody came up and told Kancho that there
were some people downstairs who wanted to
speak with him. He said, “O.K. lets go.” So we

wenl out into the corridor and pressed the button
to summon the lift, but it didn’t come. so we ran
down the stairs.

And that’s what I remember about him. He didn’t
have time to wait lor a lilt. Life 15 too shorl. Let’s
run down the stairs and party. Kancho enjoyed his
lifc. Whaltever he did was 125%.

Roland Thompson, Australia

I was fortunate | did my senshusei course when
Kancho was teaching kurobikai. T remember that
Thursday used (o be the worst day. We'd be in
seiza and would do seiza for an hour with Kancho
Sensci and seiza for another hour in kurobikai.
Later, we got to participate in the kurobikai with
Kancho Sensei. During morning training, he’d
come to the dojo and there'd be all this activity
around him in the dojo. Morning training at 10
o’clock was special, and he’d sometimes come
into the dojo and see how the police were doing.
There were also three or lour very awkward
foreigners.

There was a time T remember when we’'d just
finished a Agjime, and Chida Sensei kept us there
in kamae and we were all exhausted. Kancho
Sensei walked around and corrected everyone’s
kamae. He came up to each individual and cor-
rected them. He came up to me and pushed a point
inmy back and corrected my hands, and itchanged
my whole concept of what T was trying to achieve
in kamac. He had such a depth of teaching. That
was a special time, he gave me so much, with one
little touch. I'll never forget that.
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Communication

To All Yoshinkan Instructors and
Students

The foreigninstructors were deeply saddened
by the passing of Soke Shioda Sensei and
feel truly honored at having had the opportu-
nity to work closely with him, helping the
growth and development of Yoshinkan Aikido
for foreigners at the honbu dojo.

With Kancho Sensei's passing, we would like
to inform all Yoshinkan instructors and stu-
dents that our resolve to continue Kancho's
dream of expanding Yoshinkan Aikido has
deepened and strengthened. For the contin-
ued growth and development of the IYAF and
Yoshinkan Aikido, we must all work together
to make a worldwide Yoshinkan group that
adherestoKancho Sensei's wishes and meets
his hopes for his creation, Yoshinkan Aikido.

Our techniques and basics must be strong
and our spirit unified in representing to the
world the best of what Yoshinkan has to offer.

Thank you for your continued support and
commitment.

Sincerely,

Yoshinkan Honbu Dojo Foreign Instructors
and Staff of the IYAF
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Yoshinkan Organization and
Offices following Soke’s Death

Following the death of Soke Gozo Shioda it has
been decided that the title of Yoshinkai Soke will
be reserved exclusively to refer to Soke Gozo
Shioda.

Rankings and certificates will now be authorized
by the Aikido Yoshinkai Foundation under the
signature of its kaicho, or “president,” Hideo
Yamada Sensei.

Tadashi Kuranari Sensei will remain the kaicho of
the International Yoshinkan Aikido Federation.

Kiyoyuki Terada Shihan will be the saiko shihan,
the highest-ranking Yoshinkan shihan.

Kyoichi Inoue Shihan will have the title of shido
bucho, “chief instructor.”

Tsutomu Chida Shihan will remain as shuseki
shihan in the Yoshinkan Honbu Dojo.




Aikido Yoshinkai Foundation
Kaicho Hideo Yamada Sensei
Profile

[

Yamada Senset, holding the microphone, speaks at
Soke Gozo Shioda’s funeral service.

Present Employment: Director General of the
Public Policy Cabinet

Date of Birth: February 3, 1932

Place of Birth: Tokyo, Japan

Residence: 3-52-12, Yotsuya, Fuchuu City, Tokyo
Education: Graduated from First Traditional High
School in March 1949 and from Tokyo University
Law School in March 1853

Professional Carger:

*Aprif 1953 Government District National Police
Agency Head Office (Passed the Police Agency

Entrance Exam for Senior Officers)

*March 1956 Manager, Investigation Section 2,
Wakayama Prefecture Police Agency

*August 1963 Manager, Metropolitan Police De-

partment, Section 1

*May 1965 Manager, Metropolitan Security Divi-
sion

«July 1966 Division director, Metropolitan Police,
Area 1

*Aprif 1967 Detective sergeant, Kyoto Metropoli-
tan Police Head Office

*May 1971 Manager, Investigation Section, Na-
tional Police Agency Security Cabinet

*May 1972 Manager, Public Safety Section 3,
National Police Agency Security Cabinet

sJune 1973 Manager, Security Section, National
Police Agency Security Cabinet

*August 1974 Director, Yamaguchi Prefecture,
National Division

sMarch 1977 Cabinet manager, National Police
Agency

sAugust 1980 Vice director, Metropolitan Police
Department

*Jjuly 1981 Director, Security Bureau, National
Police Agency

«September 1984 Deputy general manager, Na-
tional Police Agency

*August 1985 Director'general, National Police
Agency

sJanuary 1988 Retires from police service

*June 1988 Director, Aikido Yoshinkai Founda-
tion

*September 1988 Director general, Police Asso-
ciation

*February 1993 Director general, Public Policy
Cabinet

sJune 1993 President, Aikido Yoshinkai Founda-
tion
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MARTIAL-ARTS VIDEO
INFORMATION

These video tapes have been specially produced to help
you develop your techniques to the highest level!

O, [
iR

DAITO-RYU AIKI JUJUTSU MORISHIGE SCHOOL

(Kondo Sensei)  OF GUNNERY |
E COLOR, 70min. U.S. $ 65 . (Morishige Sensei)

S | COLOR, 20min. U.S. §43

stralian

+ Introcuction & History

= Doito-Eyu Tecanicues

4§ YAGYU SHINGAN-RYU(:2:.)

(Shimazu Sensei)
COLOR, 82min. U.5. $ 65

- Bosic Movement

» Basic Techniques

*+ Training

dvanced lechniqua

i) SHOTOKAN KARATE INTERNATIONAL (Hatsumi Sensei)
il — KYU GRADING EXAMINATION — el sy

) : No.2 Tokagi Yoshin-Ryu Jutaijutsu

; (Kanazawa SBI‘ISBI] Neo.3  Kukishinden-Ryu Yoroikumiuchi
COLOR, 50min. 1J.5. $ 65 No.4 Gyokke-Ryu Kosshijutsu
?f"k_i'k;i'-f fo Tsf loyu No.5 Togakure-Ryu Ninpo Taijutsu
o No.10  Kukishinden-Ryu Hanbojutsu/Shikomizue
- Kata . No.11 Ninpo Video Dojo (1990 Daikomyosai] &0min.

SHOTOKAN KARATE INTERNATIONAL e
(' — DAN GRADING EXAMINATION — _
\ (Kanazawa Sensei) -

i
l COLOR, 50min. U.5.$ 65 Great for beginning students or instructors alike.
Tst. Den te 4th. Den
- Kihon
+ Kumits

Kata

NAKAKURA SENSEI'S
STORY i

MONOCHRIME, 35min. U5, $63

TECHNIQUES AND B
MIND OF MASTER 3;5]’

(Ueshiba Sensei, Saimura
Sensai, Morita Senzei)
MORDCHROME, 30min. LS

KENDO MASTERS

WINOCHROME. 30min. U.5. 5353

]

i BEAUTY AND GLORY
UFIKEHD{I

wa__'tt Orde :-YIiur."‘vfi'dé{lc‘l_ss'él.tp: - Al major video Tormats available {N'T bC PAL SECAM:. Price includes postage and handling. Please send
55 e : ~ payment in the form of apcr:,onai chcck mone}r order bank draft, eumcheque postal order, chegues bancaires

o Cﬂ‘!h

Kin Addrass - 4-10-14 [« kcer ohaba, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169 Jr:rﬂ'-
Mall Your Order to--; QUEST Tel. 03.3360-3810 FAX. 0333667766
co., Lid. @ Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.
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